
 
 

 

EXTRA CREDIT  
Summer Reading Program 2025 

Watson B. Duncan Middle School 
 
 

Summer is a great time for students to engage in reading for enjoyment. According to research, students who 
read over the summer experience less learning loss and return to school better prepared to continue their 
learning. Reading is one of the most effective ways to enrich vocabulary and expand cognitive skills.  
  
Please see the attached documents explaining Watson B. Duncan’s reading activity suggestions. For the extra 
credit assignment, students will choose one of the projects to complete and turn it in to their ELA teacher on 
the first week of school. Extra credit earned will be part of the student’s ELA grade for the first nine-week 
grading period.  
 
We encourage students to read a book from our attached Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA) list, 
however, students may also read a book of their choice.The new SSYRA books are now available online 
through the MackinVia tile in the student portal. To access these books, click on “Groups” on the left side, and 
then select Sunshine State Books. Make sure to click OPEN NOW, instead of CHECK OUT, as this allows 
more students to access the book.  
 
In addition to the reading suggestions, our current upcoming 7th and 8th grade students can still access 
Reading Plus until July 31st. Students may also earn extra credit by working in Reading Plus over the summer. 
Information and directions are attached.   
 
Summer is a great time to check out our Palm Beach County Library System @ https://www.pbclibrary.org/ 
In addition to the many book formats offered, there are various events throughout the summer that support 
reading.  
 
Our main goal is that students set aside time to enjoy books that interest them.  
Thank you in advance for encouraging your students to read during the summer.  
 
Yours in education, 
Mary Raiford, Assistant Principal 
Martha Griffith, ELA Chair 
Kathleen Boutte, Media Specialist  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pbclibrary.org/


Watson B. Duncan Middle School 
Extra Credit Summer Reading Program 2025 

 
Welcome to the Watson B. Duncan Middle School Summer Reading Program. We are hoping all students will choose to 
participate - this includes incoming 6th graders, new, and returning students. Read a novel from our suggested list or one 
that you choose, and then complete one of the projects below. The project must have the title and author of the book 
clearly marked, as well as the student’s name. During the first week of school, students will turn in projects to their English 
Language Arts teachers. This is a great opportunity to earn extra credit for the first nine week period.  
 
COLLAGE PROJECT: Specifically comment on characterization, plot, and theme. 
 
Step 1: Design a digital or paper poster and create a collage by finding pictures, whole words, or phrases (5 words or 
less) in magazines and newspapers. Each word, phrase, or picture should relate to the characters, setting, plot, and/or 
theme of your book. Neatly arrange these in a purposeful way to create your collage. 
 
Step 2: Include an explanation of each image, word, or phrase and specifically explain the connection to characterization, 
plot or theme. Attach this page to the back of the collage and make sure your name is on it. 
 
WRITING PROJECT:  Please print a hard copy (preferably typed) to turn in the first week of school. 
 
Step 1: Write an alternate ending or prologue to the novel you read. It must be a minimum of 300 words, preferably typed. 
Use correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation. You must include elements from the plot in your writing so 
that your alternate ending/prologue has a connection to the overall story. 
 
Step 2: Write one to two paragraphs explaining whether or not you liked the novel and why. Use specific details from the 
story to support your answer. This can be added to the bottom of Step 1 or stapled to it.  
 
 
POSTER PROJECT: 
Create a poster or a digital creation displaying the following information from the novel using text and images: 

1.​ Book title and author’s name. 
2.​ Characters: Include physical description, character traits and an important quote they said in the story. 
3.​ Setting: Use complete sentences to describe where and when the story takes place. 
4.​ Conflict: Use complete sentences and write at least one paragraph explaining the major conflict of the story. 
5.​ Theme:  Use complete sentences and write at least one paragraph explaining one of the major themes (life 

lessons) of the story. Cite textual evidence from the novel to support your explanation.  
6.​ Review: Use complete sentences and write at least one paragraph explaining whether or not you liked the book 

and why. Would you recommend it to a friend? 
 
ADDITIONAL EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITY: 
In addition to the required reading project, students may also earn extra credit for completing SeeReaders in Reading 
Plus. Complete a total of at least 8 SeeReaders and fill in the attached reading log. The reading log must be turned in to 
your Language Arts teacher the first week of school for additional extra credit.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


